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Article II Eligibility 

 

Section 15: Foreign-Exchange Programs 
A foreign exchange student is an international student who attends high school in the U.S. To be eligible 

for interscholastic athletics in the U.S., such student must be under the auspices of and be placed with a 

U.S. host family by an international student exchange program that has been accepted for listing by the 

Council on Standards for International Education Travel (CSIET) and be recognized by the U.S. 

Department of State. The foreign exchange program must assign students to host families by a method 

that ensures that no student, or his/her parents, school or other interested party may influence the 

assignment for athletic or other purposes. The foreign exchange student may not be selected or placed on 

any basis related to his/her athletic interests or abilities.  

 

A foreign exchange student is considered to be placed with a host family when written notice of 

placement is provided by the exchange organization to the student and his/her parents, and to the host 

family.  

 

Neither the school the student attends nor any person associated with the school shall have input into the 

selection of the student.  

 

No member of the school's coaching staff, paid or voluntary, shall serve as the host family.  

 

The foreign exchange student must possess a current J-1 visa, issued by the U.S. State Department.  

 

The foreign exchange student must comply with all eligibility requirements, with the exception of Article 

II, Section 11 (Residence).  

 

The foreign exchange student may participate a maximum of one school year. If the student decides to 

stay beyond the year in which they participate, then Article II, Section 11 (Residence) will be applied at 

the beginning of the next school year.  

 

Section 16: Tuition and Financial Aid 
If tuition is charged, it must be paid by parent, bona fide guardian or other family member. If a parent, 

guardian or other family member secures a loan for payment of tuition, it must remain an obligation of the 

parents, guardian or other family member to repay the principle and interest in full with no exceptions. 

Any loan program, grant program, educational foundation or similar program that is established and/or 

administered, in whole or in part, by a school or official of a school is considered financial aid. Financial 

aid will be allowed under the following condition:  

Financial aid may be awarded on the basis of need, but proof of such need must be filed in the  

TSSAA office on forms approved by the Executive Director. In order to determine the basis for 

need, all schools awarding financial aid shall use one of the following services: FACTS Grant and 

Aid Assessment (FACTS), Financial Aid for School Tuition (FAST), School and Student 

Scholastic Service for Financial Aid (SSS), Family Financial Needs Assessment (FFNA), Private 

School Aid Services, Blackbaud Tuition Management, or Tuition Aid Data Services (TADS). 

Schools must choose one of the companies for all student-athletes. A committee consisting of 

School Heads from Division II schools and one ex-officio, non-voting member from the Board of 

Control and Legislative Council will meet and make recommendations to the Board of Control on 

each student submitted. In addition, this committee will collect information from schools 

regarding financial aid statistics, grant procedures, and the overall financial aid program within 



the school. The Board of Control will then rule on all cases at the November meeting. The Board 

of Control shall have authority to reject the basis of need for students when in its opinion, or in 

the opinion of the school committee, the amount of need stated by the financial service cannot be 

justified. 

 

Schools shall remove any student from athletic eligibility whose accounts with the school are 60 days 

overdue.  

 

All records pertaining to financial aid or tuition assistance shall be open to TSSAA upon its request. Each 

school shall be responsible for securing necessary authorization to allow TSSAA to review or audit such 

records. 


